MAP-MAKING
be evident now that with the stereo-plotter it is possible
to draw a complete map of the region shown in the
picture; a perfectly ordinary map, showing coast-lines
and contours with their relative distances., rivers (one can
let the sight follow the water-courses in the picture),
mountain peaks, and so on. It is necessary, however, to
base the survey on a skeleton framework made in the
usual way, by fixing the chief peaks on the spot, in what
is known as a triangulation-net, with the help of the
theodolite, and determining the position of the net in
latitude and longitude. The more complicated methods
of working this out I shall not touch on here, but it may
be mentioned that in this field also wireless has made
improvements possible, as we can now receive time-
signals from European stations, and attain a higher
degree of accuracy than was possible with the old
chronometer.
This use of the camera has meant a tremendous
advance in map-making, when it is a case of mapping
an inaccessible region in a comparatively short time^
and without great expense. By simply setting up two
cameras at two different places on the shores of a fjord,
and photographing the opposite coast, we obtain a map
of the area along it. But that is not enough for us. We
want to learn about the country behind the coastal
mountains, we want to determine the dividing-line
between the inland ice and the ground which is free
from ice, we want to record larger areas on one pair of
pictures than is possible down in the narrow fjord, or
from the ship lying off-shore.
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